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€1 Toro

Overview

Top mowers cut evenly, bag efficiently,
and leave few clippings when mulching
and side-discharging

4 CR Best Buy

| All offer top value and are recommended.

[v]Recommended

These high-scoring models stand out
from the crowd for the reasons below.
Best self-propelled for most; top
performance:
A2 Tore $630
A1 Toro 5420 CR Best Buy
A8 Toro $370 CR Best Buy

C6 Black & Decker

Brand & model m A2 offers premium performance and a
!!_mm-m T S R blade-brake clutch for less than the top
£ B £ 5z YRSl B S 1S Honda. A4 and A8 perform almost as well
= 5 2o S IRl Bbs Bardd B =4 8 S a
£ 3 E5 £ 2 a8 2 8 @ foreven less. Paying more for Ad buys a
E i - < & blade-brake clutch
= = = J
2 g 100 =
& PLFIGIVEE Lower-priced self-propelled, with
B GAS-POWERED PUSH Fine for smaller, flatter lawns and for trimming. some trade-offs:
A9 Craftsman $360
L Lawn-Boy 1064011 $240 20 190cc FIMM—I O ® O ® ® O 11000 cRBesthuy
Cub Cadet [1A-18MC [ iaisuo, e P |
2 Yard-Man LLA18M9 M. B\ 8 08028 A1Z Craftsman 3300
3 Craftsman 38909 sas0s 20 A K DM O 0 O O & & A5 YadManii
B s+ nusqvarnasoap 2 2 W EEEE O e O O & o Aebues b
A24 Lawn-B
5  Craftsman 38503 00 2 150 cro OO0 ‘& O o |
Troy-Bilt TBILO 114-A26M 18130 e
6 o 00 2 10 COE— C 0 O0OC®ao
Lara A9, AT1, and A26 are front-drive, which
7. Craftsman 38911 40 2 190 - QRO SOFON SIS is fine for flatter lawns, but rear-drive is
8  Bolens 11A-4144 lia4us 180 2 158 [ O O O Ma O better for uphill traction. A12 mows well in
9 Yard Machines 11a-414 180 2 158 CEEEEEE C 0O @ N @ o  2lthreemodes. A15hasasmaller,19-inch
cut, while A18 includes electric starting for
C ELECTRIC For small lawns; corded models are noted. Adl are push except where footnoted. relatively little money. Consider A24 if you
|| 1 Toro20360 420 0 36V mom oo NAm om often side-discharge clippings.
2 Black & Decker (M1936 (1 420 19 3v F O® & 05 9 Push models for smaller lawns:
3 Black & Decker (MM1200 111 420 19 4y T @Y1 =1 H@Jl(=] -} (D] 81 Lawn-Boy 540
[v] 4 Black& Decker MMg75 112 26019 1A [EEE QO & O M B2 Cub Cadet $240 CR Best Buy
5 Craftsman 37048 400 19 43v [FEEEEEN OO0 00 - =™ B4 Husgvarna $200 CR Best Buy
[v] 6 Black& Decker (1836 we 13 v [ 0000 me O Ty
7  Black & Decker MMISDO i1 & 20 18 A EEE OO0 00O o €2 Black & Decker $420
8  RyobiRvi4il0 400 20 48y [ ¢4 Black & Decker 5260
! o8 O w. 0.8 C6 Black & Decker $370
9 Neuton (£64 40 19 3oV [N O @ @ M & o
10 Worx WG780 400 19 24y [CEEEE 0O @ e o ® O Arnong gas mowers, Bl and B2 perform
1 best cverall. B4 has a premium engine and
11 Earthwise 60120 020 v M. O e eenm O ball-bearing wheels, and offers the most
12 Earthwise 50120 @ 160 20 124 O @@ O = value for the maney. Among cordless

E Discontinued, but similar model is available; price is for similar mode!. ™ Pnce|ncludesopl|unaldlscharge chute. &7 Uses power

cord. (@ Self-propelled electric.

Guide to the Ratings

Qverall score is mostly cutting perfermance, handling, and ease of use.
Displayed scores rounded; models listed in order of precise overall score.
Evenness shows average cutting performance for available modes. Mulching
is how well clippings were cut and distributed onto lawn. Bagging is effective
capacity with full bag(s) or clogged chute. Side discharge is how evenly
clippings were dispersed onio lawn. Handling for walk-behind mowers
includes ease of using drive controls, pushing, pulling, U-turns, and other

electrics, choose C1 for its even cutting,
C2 for its versatility, C6 for its low price.
C4 costs even less but has a power cord.

maneuvers; for riding mowers, ease of drive engagement, braking, steering,
turn radius, and resistance to front-wheel lift. Ease of use for walk-behind
mowvers is ease of starting, using biade-stopping controls, changing speeds,
and adjusting cut height; for riding mowers, leg roem, seat and steering-wheel/
lever comfort, ease of blade/brake engagement, cut-height adjustment, bag
removal, and mode changes. Price is approximate retail for mowers and
attachments; attachment prices for riding mowers are from manufacturers.
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